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Rona Pondick

American, born 1952

Cat
2005

Stainless steel
H.4 V2in. (11.4 cm), L.

Purchased with funds given by Ruth and Jacob Bloom

33in. (83.8 cm)
and with Muscum Purchase funds, 1\_\ rxi']mn?y,
2007.30

© 2005 Rona Pondick / Courtesy Sonnabend Gallery

Throughout her career, Rona Pondick’s art
has straddled the line between seductive and
repulsive. For Car, Pondick fuses human

tl‘aturcs \\'ilh an animal h(}(]\' to create

a sculpture t]'l(ll il('l'l[l:\'t'ﬁ a IliU}llI‘I'IaI'I'.‘ih
o

amalgam of human, beast, and machine-
like steel.

Pondick to combine traditional sculptural

Making these hybrid forms allows

modeling and casting with rapid-prototyping

technology  (converting three-dimensional
computer models into  physical models).
These bizarre In-ings address self-portraiture
(she casts parts of her own body for the
anxieties  about

human components) and

genetic engineering, and are even evocative
of children’s fairvtales in which human and
animal are sometimes magically mixed.

The human elements of Pondick’s ~:L‘u||)1urc
are hyper-realistic, but altered in scale. The
animal parts are stylized and polished to a
perfect, almost ||(|md shine. Here, Pondick’s

detailed head rests on the

tiny, intricately
cat’s oversized, human-form paw-—a pose
of immediately recognizable and  perfect
relaxation. But the most startling part of the
sculpture is the large, mmplctc[\ out of scale
but perfectly detailed human hand, stretc hing
out from the cat’s reclining body. Nothing is
as it should be——and that is precisely what
Pondick intends. Drawi ing ec 1u<1!|\ from Inuh
technology, art history, and ancient m\tlml-
ogy, the usultmg sculptures are Kaf l\amquc
in their strangeness—at once -.-vriiy familiar
and disturbingly alien.



